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 Vaccine Overview  

Key Reminders 

The COVID-19 vaccines are free for everyone and can be accessed at designated 

clinics across Algoma and Ontario. You cannot show up for a vaccine without an 

appointment. Eligibility for vaccine is assessed when booking.  

What to bring to your appointment: 

 Government-issued ID verifying date of birth 

 Health Care Worker employee identification, if applicable 

 Status Card, Métis citizenship card, beneficiary card or self-identification, 
if applicable 

 ONE support person, if required 

Someone who would like to receive a COVID-19 should consult with their own health care provider, if they: 

 are pregnant, want to become pregnant soon after vaccination, or breastfeeding; 

 have a autoimmune disorder or weakened immune system due to illness or treatment 

Once vaccinated, everyone must continue following the advice of public health officials to prevent COVID-19 from spreading in our 

communities. The Algoma Public Health Vaccine info page will be updated with clinic information: www.algomapublichealth.com/vaccineclinics 

Available COVID-19 Vaccines  

Vaccine Safety 

Health Canada only authorizes vaccines in Canada after a thorough and independent review of the scientific evidence. New data is continuously 

being reviewed for all COVID-19 vaccines and point estimates of effectiveness may change over time. All COVID-19 vaccines authorized for use in 

Canada are effective at protecting against COVID-19 and reducing your risk of severe illness, hospitalization and death. 

What COVID-19 vaccines approved by Health Canada are available in Algoma? 

1. Pfizer-BioNTech 

 Approved for people 12 years of age and older 

o The province of Ontario is currently planning how to incorporate this new age group into the Phased approach  

 mRNA vaccine (uses mRNA that contains the instructions for your cells to create the spike protein found on the surface of the COVID-19 virus, without 

actually causing infection) 

 95% effective in preventing COVID-19 starting 1 week after the second dose 

2. Moderna  

 Approved for people age 18 years of age and older 

 mRNA vaccine (uses mRNA that contains the instructions for your cells to create the spike protein found on the surface of the COVID-19 virus, without 

actually causing infection) 

 94% effective in preventing COVID-19 starting 2 weeks after the second dose 

3. AstraZeneca  

 Ontario has paused the rollout and administration of first doses of AstraZeneca at this time. If you have received a first dose of AstraZeneca, you will 

be eligible to receive a second dose of the AstraZeneca vaccine to complete the series. 

 Approved for people 40 years of age and older in Ontario 

 Non-replicating viral-vector based vaccine (uses a harmless virus [i.e. adenovirus] as a delivery system) 

 62% effective in preventing symptomatic COVID-19 illness starting 2 weeks after the second dose 
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  Local Clinics Across Algoma  

Find a clinic near you 

Vaccinations are being administered across Algoma. Please booked an appointment at a clinic local to you. 

Pharmacies: 

 The Province of Ontario has supplied select pharmacies in Algoma. For a full list of pharmacies in Algoma that are offering vaccines to 

youth 12+ at time of appointment, with some offering to adults aged 18+ please visit: www.algomapublichealth.com/pharmacy 

Central & East Algoma: 

 Blind River  (705)-356-1666, ext. 270 

 Desbarats  (705)-541-7370 

 Richards Landing  (705)-541-7370 

 Thessalon  (705)-541-7370 

 Iron Bridge  (705)-356-1666, ext. 270 

North Algoma: 

 Dubreuilville  (705)-884-2884 

 Wawa  (705)-914-0464 

 White River  1-(807)-822-2320 

Elliot Lake & Area: 

 Elliot Lake  (705)-461-8882, ext. 611 

 Spanish  (705)-356-1666, ext. 270 

Sault Ste. Marie & Area: 

 Batchewana Health Centre  (705)-254-7827 

 Sault Ste. Marie – GFL Memorial Gardens  (705)-541-7370 

   Frequently Asked Questions about Vaccine(s)  

Booking an Appointment 

When booking appointments run out, why aren’t more appointments added faster? Is Algoma lagging behind other parts of the province? 
Vaccine demand in Algoma continues to exceed the supply of vaccine allocated to our region. Limited vaccine supply means that not everyone who is 

eligible will be able to book an appointment right away. How quickly we vaccinate and can book appointments depends on the vaccine we are allotted 

each week. If you do not receive an appointment for an upcoming clinic, do not panic. As more vaccine continues to arrive, more clinics will be made 

available for bookings in the near future.  
 

How long does someone have to wait, after they have had COVID-19, to receive their COVID-19 vaccine? 
Someone who has had an active COVID-19 infection should wait until they are symptom-free and cleared from isolation prior to receiving the vaccine.  

There is some evidence to suggest that natural immunity from a COVID-19 illness may not last very long, so encourage previous/current cases to seek 

vaccination when they are eligible. 
  

Did I make a mistake receiving the AstraZeneca vaccine for my first dose? 
You did the right thing to receive the vaccine that was offered to your first. You are already building immunity to protect yourself and others in the 

community. 
 

How do I book my 2nd dose to complete my COVID-19 vaccine series? 
Ontario has recently announced accelerated second doses for individuals aged 80 and over. However, the timing of second dose appointments is based on 

local considerations and vaccine supply to our region. In the Algoma region, if you received your first dose of vaccine at the COVID-19 Community Vaccine 

Hub at GFL Memorial Gardens you will receive information directly using the email you provided when you booked your first appointment. Please check 

your junk mail for any incoming clinic notifications. If you provided only a phone number, someone will reach out to you directly. If you booked your first 

appointment from one of the Family Health Teams in the district, they will call you directly to schedule your second dose appointment. 
 

My child falls between ages 12-17 and is eligible for a Pfizer vaccine, how to I make them an appointment? 
Youth aged 12-17 and their siblings, parents or caregivers who have not yet received a first dose of vaccine are eligible to pre-register. Household 

members must also be 12+ in order to be included as eligible to receive immunization. Pre-registration means that you will be contacted with an 

appointment for the entire family to get immunized together. Please complete our pre-registration form at: https://bit.ly/3hU8MiO 

About the Vaccine(s) 

How does an mRNA vaccine work? 

mRNA vaccines teach our cells how to make a protein from the virus that will trigger an immune response and create antibodies. These antibodies help us 

fight the infection if the real virus does enter our body in the future as they recognize this protein. 
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How does a viral-vector vaccine work? 

These vaccines use genetically modified viruses (vectors) that are harmless to humans. Once injected into the body, the viral vector contained in the 

vaccine produces a part of the SARS-CoV-2 virus, such as its spike protein. The vector virus is not the virus that causes COVID-19 and doesn't make you sick. 

What are the common side effects of the vaccine? 

Mild to moderate symptoms of fatigue, headache, muscle pain, chills, fever, redness/soreness/swelling at the site of the injection - adverse effects are 

more common after the 2nd dose. Signs and symptoms following vaccination may represent side effects from (a) the vaccine or (b) COVID-19 illness. 

COVID-19 testing should be used to distinguish vaccine side effect from COVID-19 illness. 

I have been vaccinated, can I still contract COVID-19? 

Yes, you can still contract COVID-19 after you have been vaccinated. You are not considered fully vaccinated until after 2-4 weeks after your second dose. 

The vaccine takes time to build immunity, and is not 100% effective against preventing the virus, despite significantly reducing your risk of severe illness, 

hospitalization, and death. You cannot get COVID-19 from the vaccines. There is no live virus in any of the approved vaccines. If you become ill, it is likely 

you contracted COVID-19 through close contact or community transmission. This is why we need to follow public health measures even when vaccinated. 

Why is it important to continue following public health measures after receiving one or both doses of vaccine? 

Restrictions and public health measures are still required to protect against COVID-19 after vaccination. Although vaccines are one of many tools to help us 

eventually ease restrictions, they do not eliminate the risk of COVID-19 or a resurgence of cases in our community alone. 

Pre-existing or Current Medical Conditions 

Should I get vaccinated if I have an existing health condition? (i.e. Diabetes, High Blood Pressure, Stable Hepatitis B or C, HIV) 
Yes – get the vaccine. People with stable health conditions may be vaccinated with the vaccine as long as they are NOT on medications that weaken your 

immune system. 
 

If I have an Autoimmune Condition/ Immunocompromised (due to disease or treatment), can I get vaccinated? 
Individuals who are immunocompromised due to disease or treatment may still receive vaccine. You should consult with your treating health care provider 

to discuss timing of immunization in relation to your treatment. Reminder: Immunocompromised individuals should consult with their own health care 

provider BEFORE attending your immunization appointment. 
 

Should I get vaccinated if I am Pregnant or Breastfeeding? 
Yes – get the vaccine. People with stable health conditions may be vaccinated with the vaccine as long as they are NOT on medications that weaken your 

immune system. You should have a conversation with your own health care provider if; you are pregnant, want to become pregnant soon after 

vaccination, or are breastfeeding. Reminder: pregnant individuals should consult with their own health care provider BEFORE attending your immunization 

appointment. 
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